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WANGKATJUNGKA COMMUNITY - SEWAGE SPILLS 

1. Mrs C.A. MARTIN to the Minister for Indigenous Affairs: 

Can the minister please clarify for the house the claim raised yesterday by the opposition about the daily sewage 
spills in the Wangkatjungka community? 

Ms S.M. McHALE replied:  
I thank the member for the Kimberley.  Yesterday the opposition posed a question to me and put out a press 
release that basically stated that the people at Wangkatjungka were literally left stepping in sewage, and that 
these were the types of Third World conditions to be expected in non-developed nations.  As I said yesterday, I 
was very concerned about those assertions.  I can now report to the house the real situation in the community.  
The real situation in that community is not what the opposition has said it is.  It is unfortunate for the community 
that the opposition decided to misinform the house about a very good and well-run community.  The opposition 
suggested that the community was experiencing daily sewage spills.  It said that people were stepping in sewage.  
We have spoken with the community.  The community is very well managed and very well run.   

The state program manager for the remote area essential services program for a number of communities is 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, which has advised that the community has had intermittent power problems due to a 
shortage of fuel.  The reason for the fuel shortage was the road conditions as a result of flooding, which had 
prevented the delivery of bulk fuel.  The community had been utilising drums of fuel for the generator.  There 
was an interrupted supply when the drums of fuel ran out, and that affected the sewage pumps.  However, there 
was no incident of sewage spills in the community and there were no reports of sewage overflow.  I received this 
advice from the community manager, Tim Brokenshire, who spoke to the opposition.  He has advised me that he 
is very unhappy with the way the opposition has misinformed the house and the community about what is 
happening in Wangkatjungka.  The road has been repaired and fuel is now getting through.  In fact, there has 
been a significant investment in the community of Wangkatjungka.  About $1.6 million has been invested 
through the Department of Housing and Works for the redesign of roads, an upgrade of the power supply, a new 
water tank, an upgrade of sewage pumps and reticulation systems, and the construction of new houses in the 
future.  The Kooringal council did not tell the opposition that there was a sewage problem.   
The opposition has painted this community to be a Third World community attempting desperate measures.  This 
is a strong, well-run, hopeful community.  If there are issues with the management of fuel and food during 
flooding, that is a matter that the Minister for Police and Emergency Services is more than happy to deal with.  
However, I urge the opposition not to come into this house with untruths about Aboriginal communities.  My 
task is to encourage and coordinate other agencies to deliver and to be accountable for public services.  It is not 
me the opposition hurts; it is the Aboriginal communities, which constantly find themselves being painted as 
Third World communities, whose people step in sewage.  That is not the way to deal with Aboriginal 
communities.  The way to deal with them is to make our government agencies accountable for services and 
ensure that they are delivered. 
 


